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• Key concepts of assessment

• Formative vs summative assessment

• Why formative assessment in the time of pandemics

• Assessment criteria and rubrics

• Self-assessment ideas

• Giving feedback 

• Cheating and academic honesty
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According to a UNESCO survey in April 2020, strategies adopted by 

countries to manage examinations and assessments during school 

closures include 

rescheduling, postponement, maintaining exams, moving online and 

reducing the number of exams.

Amongst the 11 countries that reported to have cancelled large-scale 

high-stake exams, very few countries (e.g. Norway and France) had the 

capacity to make fair and valid decisions on progression, graduation and 

admission based on formative assessment.

https://en.unesco.org/sites/default/files/unesco_review_of_high-stakes_exams_and_assessments_during_covid-19_en.pdf


www.britishcouncil.org 9

Assessment vs Testing
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Formative assessment (or assessment for learning) is typically carried 

out on a regular basis to gauge learners’ progress through 

observation, quizzes, assignments and feedback. 

In a distance learning environment, both synchronous (interaction in 

real-time) and asynchronous (separated in time and space) methods of 

formative assessment can be used.
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Criterion 1

Criterion 2

Criterion 3

(A) (B)
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Low resource context High resource context

WhatsApp Google forms

Facebook - lite Kahoot

Voice recording Quizizz

Google docs Quizlet

Word docs Padlet

Poll Everywhere Vocaroo

Mentimeter Formative 



https://PollEv.com/surveys/OAJtcGtievCsyyVlV1SfJ/respond
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Effective feedback improves the person not just the work. We can help to develop 

growth mindsets in our learners by giving feedback based on the learning process 

and not just the end product. 

Help to ensure the longevity and impact of feedback by encouraging learners to 

think about the question ‘where and when else might this help you?’

Metacognition (learners thinking and talking about their own learning) has a huge 

effect size. This skill can be cultivated in the feedback process.

“The most important feedback is that which pupils provide to their teacher and 

not the other way around” (John Hattie, Visible Learning for Teachers: Maximizing 

Impact on Learning, 2011).
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Use chat box for privacy, or use Good 

docs, (Awwboard) online whiteboard or 

Padlet for collaborative feedback



Teaching academic honesty and trust students: We need to acknowledge there 

is no foolproof way to ensure academic honesty, and that is OK. 

We need to educate students about academic honesty. If there is a problem in this 

area, we may not have intentionally educated students on it.

Instead of a deficit-based approach to assessment—expecting that students will 

cheat—we need to have an asset-based approach where we trust them to do the 

right thing and engage them in teachable moments around academic honesty. 
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• https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?v=2972522716103496&ref=watch_permalink

• https://www.edutopia.org/article/summative-assessment-distance-learning

• https://englishteaching101.com/edtech-formative-assessment-tools/

• https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/blogs/amin-neghavati/digital-tools-giving-feedback

• https://writeandimprove.com/

• https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=3728058423905505

• https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/article/assessing-learners-online-noticing-self-checking-online-

quizzes

• https://www.edutopia.org/video/6-teacher-approved-tips-faster-more-effective-feedback

• https://www.facebook.com/TeachingEnglish.BritishCouncil/videos/268144754736601/
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✓ Key concepts of assessment

✓ Formative vs summative assessment

✓ Why formative assessment in the time of pandemics

✓ Assessment criteria and rubrics

✓ Self-assessment ideas

✓ Giving feedback 

✓ Cheating and academic honesty
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