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	                  CELTA PRE- INTERVIEW TASK

CAIRO 2025 

	
	

	
	



	Name: 
	

	Please specify the course(s) you would like to join
	


Disclaimer:

Please, read this carefully before filling out the next section. 

Please, ensure that you fill out the application yourself, using your own writing. Any evidence of Plagiarism or use of AI models to fill out the application will get the application automatically disqualified and rejected. This includes, but not limited to:

1. Asking an AI model to proofread your writing for you.

2. Asking an AI model to write the answer for you.

3. Giving the AI model your ideas and the model writing the essay for you.

4. Taking a few ideas or sentences from an AI model’s answer to the question.

	Why would you like to take the CELTA course? What do you expect to gain and how does this qualification fit in with your future career plans? (Please write around 200 words)


	

	Why do you think you are suited to teaching English? (Please write around 200 words)

	


	Any other relevant information?
	

	How did you hear about the course at the British Council? (please be specific)
	

	Signature
	
	Date
	


PRE-INTERVIEW TASK

This task is to help you start thinking about language from a foreign learner’s point of view, and to begin to consider approaches to the classroom. Your answers will help us to decide whether you are suitable for an interview. You are asked to write your answers in note form unless otherwise instructed. Some of the questions in this task might be discussed with you in more depth if you are invited to interview. Please remember to proofread your answers before submitting the application. 
PLEASE WRITE YOUR ANSWERS IN THE SPACES PROVIDED.

THE TASK IS DIVIDED INTO FOUR PARTS
Part 1 – Correcting a student’s mistakes

Each of the exchanges below contains a mistake. In each case: 
a) underline the mistake

b) write the corrected version in the space provided

c) write in simple terms (as if speaking to a learner of English) how you would make the correction clear.

	1.1 A: What are your plans for tomorrow?
B: I will play football at 5 pm tomorrow.
a) correct version: 



	1.2 A: Can I have two coffees, please?
B: Sorry, we don’t have many coffees left.
a)  correct version: 


	1.3 A: Did you play any sports when you were younger?
B: Yes, I would go swimming every weekend, and I would love it.
a) correct version: 



Part 2 - Helping students understand differences in meaning
a) Comment on the differences in meaning between the following pairs of sentences.
b) Outline some ideas on how you might teach these differences in meaning.

	2.1     When I arrived at the station, the train left.
          When I arrived at the station, the train had left.
a) 

	2.2     If I win the lottery, I’ll buy a new house.
    If I had won the lottery, I would have bought a new house.


	2.3     When I got home from work, my mother was cooking dinner.

     When I got home from work, my mother had cooked dinner.
a) 


Part 3 – Approaches to teaching and learning - language
	Imagine that you are teaching a group of 15 adult learners at elementary level verbs associated with travel and transport:
fly
take a coach

take the tube
cycle


	3.1     What problems might students have understanding the meaning of these expressions?

	

	3.2     What problems might students have pronouncing these expressions?

	

	3.3     Outline some ideas on how you could teach these expressions.

	


Part 4 - Approaches to teaching and learning – methodology
	Choose one of these options and write your answer in the space below:

	Option 4.1

Pair and group work (i.e. all the students working in groups or pairs at the same time) is a very common feature in language classrooms. What are the main advantages for the students of working in pairs and groups? What possible problems can arise? What would you expect the teacher to be doing during pair and group work?  (Please write 200 – 250 words).

	Option 4.2

Describe a classroom language learning experience that was not very successful for you (a course, a lesson or an activity) and say why you felt it did not work or what was missing. Contrast this with a successful classroom language learning experience (a course, a lesson or an activity) and say why you think this had more of an impact on your language development and progress. (Please write 200 – 250 words).

	Remember you should write about one of the options, either 4.1 or 4.2, not both.




Please email this form and the application form as an attachment to: cairo.celta@britishcouncil.org.eg 

Applications that meet the standard we are looking for will be offered an interview, provided there are places available on the courses.

Unsuccessful applications: If your application is unsuccessful, you will be notified by email. We will highlight our reasons for not taking an application to the interview stage. However, please understand it is not possible for us to give detailed feedback on the reasons and appeals will not be considered. This is because of the large volume of applications received. 

Reapplication: If your application is unsuccessful, you may reapply after 6 months. We feel it usually takes at least this long to make significant improvements in language awareness or language competence. If you reapply in six months, we will ask you specifically about the steps you have taken to address the issue highlighted in the original interview. 
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